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TOUR DESCRIPTION  

Tour Facts : 
 

¶ Individual tour (24HAER-7) 

¶ Length: 7 days 

¶ Date: 01/04 ς 01/11 

¶ Difficulty grade: 1-2 

¶ Accommodation grade: 2-3 

¶ Hiking with transportation of luggage. 
Price per person based on 2 people 
travelling together.  
Solo surcharge for single tour participant.  

¶ Price: 4700 
 
Magnificent scenery and compelling history make The Ancient Road a very special walking experience. The route 
goes along the Jutland ridge from the cathedral city of Viborg to the royal town of Jelling, both historical 
highlights of the ancient thoroughfare. You walk through some of the most beautiful Danish landscapes with 
hills and valleys, fields and meadows, lakes and streams, forests and meadows. Along the way, staying at inns, 
hotels and bed and breakfasts. Your luggage will be driven to the next accommodation, so you can enjoy the 
walks. 
 
 

¶ Enjoy the walk while your luggage is driven to the next accommodation. 

¶ Walk through the beautiful heather-lined landscapes in the area south of Viborg. 

¶ Experience nature along the ancient route along Jutland's ridge and watercourses. 

¶ The route passes close to the places where Guden creek and Skjern creek have their source. 

¶ The Ancient Road passes through the exciting plain landscapes of Sepstrup and Vrad Sande, with dunes, 

lakes, heathers and juniper berries. 

¶ Experience the old royal city of Jelling with the beautifully restored church, the Jelling runestone and the 

burial mounds. 

 
 
 
                  

  

 Viborg Cathedral 

 
Sct. Mogensgade Viborg 
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DAY-TO-DAY PROGRAM 

Day 1: Arrival  in Viborg  
The tour starts in Viborg. You can arrive when it suits you. If you arrive after 19:00, you should notify the place 
of accommodation of arrival time. If you arrive early in Viborg, we recommend that you visit the Viborg 
Cathedral and visit the old streets and alleys of the city. Accommodation in Viborg. (- / - / -) 
 
The code above in parentheses shows the meals that are included (Breakfast / Lunch / Dinner), (-) is not included. 
 

Day 2: From Viborg to Hald   
The hike begins gently along the route from Viborg. The route goes through Viborg heathland, and further 
through Røverdalen, which is a beautifully preserved heathland with many archaeological sightings. You can 
take a detour past the Haervej stone, which was erected in the 70s, commemorating the many wayfarers who 
have used the old road for centuries, and past the Søndermark church where the beautiful handmade tapestry 
of the old Ancient Road is hanging. 
The walk continues to Niels Bugges Inn and Hald Manor house (now a hostel) at Hald Lake. The lake offers 
fantastic walking experiences. The lake and surroundings are protected.  It is up to 31 meters deep at the south 
end, surrounded by steep slopes and heights of up to 80 meters. Today's hiking is approx. 14 km. 
Accommodation in Hald. (B/-/D) 
 
The code above in parentheses shows the meals that are included (Breakfast/Lunch/Dinner), (-) is not included. 
 

 

  Boats at Hald Lake 

 
Hald Ruin 
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Day 3: From Hald to Thorning at 

Blicheregnen  
The route today is characterized by heathlands. From Hald, the 
route runs through Dollerup Bakker on the western side of Hald 
Lake with a beautiful view of the lake. Through the small village 
Skelhøje, the route continues into Havredal Plantage, where 
there are more than 50 protected burial mounds. You continue 
to Stendal Plantage, which was planted in 1788 to create shelter 
for the cultivation of the heath. 
Following on to Ulvedal plantation, there are several places left 

of paved dirt roads, and on the outskirts of Ulvedal there is a 

4000-year-old well-preserved elongated burial mound. The 

burial chamber is 40m long and contains two chambers, known 

as the cave of Jens Longknife. Keep your eyes open as it is easy 

to get lost in the area. Today's hiking ends between Ulvedal and Stendal Plantager (about 17 km). Transfer to 

hotel. (B/-/D) 

 
The code above in parentheses shows the meals that are included (Breakfast / Lunch / Dinner), (-) is not included. 
 
 

Day 4: From Blicheregnen (Thorning) to Bølling Lake 
After breakfast you will be driven to the same place on Ulvedalsvej, as you were picked up yesterday. Today's 
stage is long. If you want to shorten the route with 8 km, stage you can instead be dropped off at Ravnholt 
Plantation / Sdr. Knudstrup (the part of The Ancient Road with which the route has been shortened, mainly 
follows the gravel road through the fields). 
 
The landscape of this stage is also characterized by heath. It was in this area 
that Steen Steensen Blicher was a minister in the period 1819-1825 
(Thorning Church). After a stretch of open country, you cross King Knaps 
dike, which lies at Haller creek. Shortly after passing, Grathe Hede, one of 
Denmark's historical battles took place between Svend, Knud and Valdemar. 
The route passes by Klosterlund Museum, which exhibits findings from 
JutlandΩs oldest settlement sites. The museum is located at Bølling Lake, 
where Kragelund Church is worth a visit. The local beer breweries in 
Kragelund and Engesvang must also be mentioned. Accommodation at 
Bølling Lake. Today's hiking is between 16 and 32 km (the route can be 
shortened by 8 km with a transfer in the morning and another 8 km in the 
afternoon by walking west of Bølling Lake to your accommodation). (B/-/D) 
 
The code above in parentheses shows the meals that are included (Breakfast / 
Lunch / Dinner), as (-) is not included. 
 

  

 Grathe Stone 
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Day 5: From Bølling Lake to Vrads  
Today's hiking leads around the southern part of Bølling Lake, which is the subject of one of the largest nature 
conservation projects in Denmark. The lake was formed during the last ice age 10,000 years ago. In the 1940s, 
the Hedeselskab carried out extensive drainage of the area - in vain, for the soil proved unsuitable for 
agriculture. Today the lake is restored, and the area is protected. It is beautifully located on the watershed and 
is one of Denmark's highest lakes. At the eastern end it flows towards Gudenå, which ends in the Kattegat, and 
at the western end towards Karup creek, which ends in Skive Fjord. 
 
The route takes you past Funder creek and through 
undulating landscape at Vrads Sande. There are large plain 
landscapes with poor sandy soils. Here are dunes, lakes, 
heathers and juniper berries, as well as the area is 
characterized by windy sandstorms. Vrads Sande has never 
been cultivated and was made a conservation area in 1968 to 
preserve the heaths and dunes.  
The day's hike ends in Tingdals Lakes, where the lakes are 
renowned for their water purity and rare flora. Overnight 
accommodation is at one of the beautifully situated B&B's in 
the area around Vrads (about 22 km). (B/-/D) 
 
The code above in parentheses shows the meals that are included (Breakfast / Lunch / Dinner), (-) is not included. 

 

Day 6: From Vrads  to Rørbæk Lake 
From Vrads and Tingdals Lake, the Ancient Road goes south to Nørre Snede and the church with the famous 
Granite Baptismal font, which has been exhibited in Berlin and New York. The local grocery has a wide selection 
of local products for lunch, and the coffee shop is an ideal place to take a break before the trip continues south.  
 
South of Nørre Snede we recommend deviating slightly from The Ancient Road to go past Rørbæk Lake, which is 
surrounded by lovely nature. Today's stage ends immediately south of Rørbæk Lake. Accommodation at Rørbæk 
Lake (about 24 km). (B/-/D) 
 
The code above in parentheses shows the meals that are included (Breakfast / Lunch / Dinner), (-) is not included. 
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Day 7: From Rørbæk Lake to Jelling  
The day starts out with a four-kilometer-long protected stretch between Koutrup and Tinnet Krat, where you 
can see the old tracks of The Ancient Road. The route meanders picturesquely through a desolate landscape of 
forests, heaths and fields. Along the way you will pass Koutrupgård, which was a former inn on the Ancient 
Road. A little east of the track lies the sources of Gudenå and Skjern creek. Skjern creek begins in a small lake 
and flows westward, ending in Ringkøbing Fjord, while Gudenåen first flows east and then north to Randers 
Fjord. The area is characterized by oak forest. Its many sources have attracted many people and always and had 
a special significance for pilgrims. 
 
Along the way, you pass Margrethe dike, which is a low rampart or defensive wall. One passes Øster Nykirke 
with Sct. Peders well, and old stone road signs on the road to Vestermølle. The route leads to Kollemorten, 
where an area with oak forest is thought to be remaining from Denmark's original forests. 
 
The walk ends when you reach the old royal city of Jelling. Here you can experience the Jelling monuments, 
known as Europe's most significant from the Viking Age, and is on UNESCO's world heritage list. Experience the 
beautifully restored Jelling church and the burial mounds ς historically, the most important place on The Ancient 
Road and a worthwhile ending of the tour. If you would like to be in good time for your return trip and to 
experience Jelling, Vagabond Tours recommends an overnight stay at Jelling (see information on prices) (about 
21 km). (B / - /) 
 
The code above in parentheses shows the meals that are included (Breakfast / Lunch / Dinner), (-) is not included. 

  

 
Jelling Runestone 
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